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Tournament Format, Regulations
Format: 2 x Round Robin with 2 divisions, A & B

Game length: 7 innings or 75 mins.; no new inning shall start after 75 mins.
Same for both divisions

Runs per inning: A maximum of 7 runs per inning, except for the final inning.

Extra innings: Extra innings will be played in all games to break a tie.
No outs & runners on 1st and 2nd. (last 2 batters from the previous inning on
bases)

Mercy rule: If, after 4 innings (3. if the home team is ahead) a run differential of 15 or more
has been reached, the mercy rule goes into effect and the leading team is
declared the winner. The score at this point is recorded as the official game
score. Only a +15 run winning margin will be used for tie-break purposes.
In the case of a mercy rule, the game will continue for the full set of innings so
that substitute players get an opportunity to play. The winning team enters as
many non-starting players as possible.

Schedule,
warm-ups:

To stay on schedule, teams must be ready to take the field quickly between
games for infield practice.
Warm-up pitches between innings will be limited to 3.

Home team Refer to notes on the schedule
Seating: Home team will sit along the 3rd baseline

Tie breakers: If, after round-robin play, two teams have identical win-loss records, the first tie
breaker is the head-to-head result.
If three teams finish round-robin play with identical win-loss records, the
following tiebreakers will be used, in the order listed, to determine final
seeding’s for the cross over round:
1. Largest run differential amongst tied teams, all three games in round-robin
play (total runs scored minus total runs allowed; 15 runs maximum differential
per game according to mercy rule)

a) If two teams are still tied, then head-to-head.

2. If three teams are still tied, then most total runs scored amongst tied teams.
a) If two teams are still tied, then head-to-head.

3. If three teams are still tied, then fewest total runs conceded amongst tied
teams.

a) If two teams are still tied, then head-to-head.

4. If three teams are still tied, then “rock paper scissors” (janken) played by
the team captains



WJAA Middle School Softball Rules
Rules: World Baseball Softball Confederation (WBSC)

https://www.wbsc.org/en/disciplines/softball
with WJAA modifications

Ball: 12-inch synthetic yellow ball
A Division - Hard yellow synthetic ball
B Division - Soft yellow synthetic ball

Pitching
Distance:

12.2m (40 feet)

Base Distance: 60 feet (18.3 m) between bases.

Strike zone: Home plate + the mat behind home plate

Strike outs: A legally pitched ball landing on the strike zone before an attempted swing
results in a strike out. A foul ball on the 3rd strike results in a strike out.

Pitching arc 6 feet (1.8 m) to 12 feet (3.7 m).
Umpire calls “flat” or “high” as appropriate as the ball is in the air and, if the
batter does not swing, the pitch is called a “ball”. If the batter swings at a
called “flat” or “high” pitch, the ball is live.

First base safety
base:

Runners to first base must use the orange safety base.

Scoring Runner must touch home plate or the mat behind the plate.

The catcher or other defensive player must touch only home plate, not the
mat.

Bunting: Not permitted.

Stealing: Not permitted.

Leading off: Not permitted. Base runners must wait for the pitched ball to cross or hit the
plate/mat, or for the batter to swing, before leading off or running.

Thrown bat: If a player throws a bat in a dangerous manner for a certain distance (umpire
discretion based on local field situation), the umpire shall issue a warning to
that player and the player’s team. One warning per team shall be given by the
umpire. After a team has been warned, if a player from that team throws a bat,
the batter shall be called out and the ball is dead.

Infield fly rule: Not enforced for WJAA middle school softball.

Foul Balls: All caught foul balls including a foul tip is an out.
A hit ball caught by the catcher no longer needs to go above the head of the
batter.

Batters Box: There will be no batters box

https://www.wbsc.org/en/disciplines/softball


Appeal plays Appeal plays will be required for the following infractions
● Runner not tagging up
● Runner failing to touch a base 

To get an out for these infractions, the defence must make a proper appeal at
the time of the offence – that is, before a following pitch or play.

Substitutions Any player in the starting lineup who gets taken out can return, once,
provided such player occupies the same batting position whenever she is in
the lineup.

The manager or coach of the team making the substitution or the substitute
should immediately notify the umpire.
If for any reason the umpire is not notified of the substitution and the change
is not announced, the substitute will be considered in the game.
There is no penalty applied for an unannounced substitute.

Sliding Players may not slide into any base. If a player slides, the team is given a
warning then the next player who slides will be called out. Both teams are
given 1 warning. (August 2018)

Suspension of
Play

When the ball is held by a player in the infield and in the opinion of an umpire
all immediate play is apparently completed, TIME should be called.”
WJAA clarification: When a player throws the ball to the pitcher, runners are
not allowed to advance bases while the ball is in the air.



Rules Clarifications

WARM-UP TIME
● Immediately after a game ends the next teams must be ready to play.
● Each team will get 5 minutes infield practice –visiting first, then home team.
● While a team is taking infield, the other team may warm up deep in the outfield.
● The 5-minute infield practice time should not be used for batting practice

PITCHING MOTION (WBSC rules)
● Pitcher may not step forward onto the rubber to start the pitching motion.

The pitcher must start with at least 1 foot on the pitcher’s rubber and then maintain
contact with the rubber with a foot until the ball leaves the hand.

“FAIR BALL” CALL
● Umpires will NOT call out “fair ball” as it may confuse runners (who mishear it as “foul

ball”). Umpires will use hand gestures to indicate fair balls. Umps will call only “foul ball.”

GAME CONTINUATION AFTER MERCY RULE
● In the case of a mercy rule, the game will continue for the full set of innings so that

substitute players get an opportunity to play. The winning team enters as many
non-starting players as possible.

RUN DIFFERENTIAL TIE-BREAKER AND LAST AT-BAT
● The home team, if ahead going into the bottom of the final inning, will not bat. For

example, if the home team is ahead after the top of the 6th inning in a round robin or
cross over game, the game will be declared over, even if the home team is behind in a
potential run differential tie-breaker.

Canadian Academy softball ground rules

● Over throw at first or third base – extra base if ball is NOT playable.
● A ground rule double will be awarded if a hit ball is trapped between or bounces through

a gap in the outfield fence and the becomes unplayable, at the discretion of the plate
umpire.

● A home run will be awarded if the ball is hit over the outfield fence
● In general, when in doubt, fielders should “play on” until the umpires call the official

ruling. Base runners keep running, fielders keep chasing a ball.



Throwing contest
● Held at the start of the lunch break on Saturday. Choose a thrower. Be ready.
● One thrower from each team –2 throws only.
● Distance and accuracy are measured.

For example, if a player throws the ball 50 meters and the ball lands 10 meters to
the left or right of the measuring tape, the final distance is calculated by deducting
10 from 50, for a final distance of 40m.

● Only the further of the 2 attempts counts.
● Furthest throw wins.
● The thrower must not be the same player as the one who participated in the Homerun

competition

Recent results
A Final Standings

1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th
2019 MBIS CA SOIS NIS KIUA
2018 MBIS CA SOIS NIS KIUA
2017 CA MBIS SOIS NIS
2016 MBIS CA SOIS NIS
2015 MBIS CA SOIS NIS
2014 MBIS SOIS CA NIS
2013 MBIS SOIS NIS CA
2012 MBIS SOIS CA NIS

B Final Standings
1st 2nd 3rd 4th

2019 MBIS CA SOIS NIS
2018 MBIS CA SOIS NIS
2017 MBIS SOIS CA
2016 CA KIUA SOIS MBIS

Long throw winners, distances (meters)
2019 Not run
2018 A – Kailie

B - Emi
MBIS
CA

2016 A – Nina T (42.01m)
B – Karen L (29.3m)

CA
CA



2015 Victoria (8th) MBIS
2014 Kasumi Kobo (8th) MBIS
2013 Corrine Watanabe (8th) SOIS
2012 Fuka Ugai (8th) SOIS

Homerun winners, numbers (out of 10 swings)
2019 Not run
2018 A – Fabi

B - Aika
CA

MBIS
2016 A – Muzuki

B - Anna
SOIS
CA

2015 Ellie (7th) MBIS
2014 Jaascha (8th) MBIS
2013 Yukie (8th) MBIS
2012 Sarina (8th) MBIS


